Digital Literature, Professor Daniel Anderson
ENGL674.001, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-4:45
Greenlaw Hall 316

Office hours will be held Tuesday 11:00-12:30 and Wednesday 11:00-12:30 (and by appointment). My office is in Greenlaw Hall, room 533. (I’m sometimes in room 314 or 431.) My office phone is (919)962-8480. I can be reached by e-mail at iamdan@unc.edu. My cell is (919)740-8559. My twitter name is @iamdan.
Most of the course information and activities will play out at http://altscholarship.com/elit. Consult the site regularly for important tasks and to participate.

There is only one book for the course (Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep), available soon at student stores. I will also post a number of online readings. You will also be required to purchase one-year's worth of Internet hosting, which costs $25.
Goals

In this class you will learn about the ways that digital technologies are changing the making and study of literature. The main goal, however, is to become a producer of creative digital materials. You will develop multiple projects with the aim of generating new knowledge about literary texts and of producing your own digital creative works. You will also develop your skills in collaboration, managing online content delivery, and computational/multimedia composing. And you will explore your own imagination, taking risks and experimenting with what it means to develop and study creative works in the twenty-first century.

Assignments
There will be five self-contained projects for the course:

· An audio collage
· A recorded tweet performance
· An e-poem video
· A Twine, interactive text project
· A digital text engagment video
You may continue revising these projects for the duration of the course.

There will also be two ongoing projects: 1) an E-lit artifact and metadata project and 2) an internet content management project that leads to an artifact and course portfolio.

And there may be a few smaller, improvisational projects assigned throughout the term. You will also be expected to provide feedback to your peers during the semester. 

Participation
A good deal of activity will take place online. You will use the class site to exchange ideas, review one another’s work, etc. We will also regularly use social media and online collaboration tools. In class, helping with projects, joining discussions, being prepared, and offering materials for critique are expected as part of your participation.

You will also be required to read the course texts; reading responses will be key to your participation and will be collected on an online spreadsheet as part of our e-lit artifact metadata activities. You will be asked to demonstrate your participation in the course as you put together your course portfolio (see below). Portfolios that do not demonstrate satisfactory participation will not receive full credit for the course.

Attendance

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each session. Late arrivals may be prevented from adding their name to the daily attendance roster. If you miss more than three class periods, your grade may be lowered.

Grading and Portfolio

Your final grade will be based on meeting all of the requirements for the course and on the materials collected in the final artifact and course portfolio project. The portfolio is the main project for the course. We will discuss and develop the portfolio throughout the semester.

Policies
You will be asked to use computers in and out of class to conduct activities in this course. You must allow time and seek assistance for any technical issues that arise when completing computer-based activities (information and technical assistance are available at http://help.unc.edu or 962-HELP). You should also be aware that electronic class activities will be public in nature. We will be posting materials and conducting activities on the Internet. In addition, the course Web site is available publicly on the Internet. No protected information will be shared, but the assignments, projects, and activities will be conducted and available publicly. Additionally, the activities and materials related to the class may be viewed, discussed, and shared by the instructor, the students, or others as part of conversations about teaching or integrated into publishing projects. I will ask you to sign a permission form indicating that your work may be viewed and shared electronically or used for publishing. 

Students must also observe appropriate behavior during all activities related to this class. Students must act with respect and responsibility. Engaging in activities deemed to be offensive or inappropriate will be considered a violation of the UNC Honor Code.

Plagiarism and originality: Any student found plagiarizing work in this course will be considered in violation of the UNC Honor Code.

The Big Picture

We will be experimenting heavily with what it means to study and create electronic literature. We will learn the ins and outs of digital composing and platforms to express ourselves. And we will be sharing our creativity publicly, collaborating and connecting with others.

Schedule

Tuesday 8-23

Introductions

Thursday 8-25

Afternoon (http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/pmaf/hypertext/aft/ -- sort out java issues and read at least 60 minutes worth)

Why No One Clicked. . . . (http://www.wired.com/2013/04/hypertext/)

Tuesday 8-29

Afternoon (read until you find closure)

Piecing Together and Tearing Apart (http://jilltxt.net/txt/afternoon.html)

Internet hosting and content management (Ongoing project)

Thursday 9-1

Flight Paths (http://collection.eliterature.org/2/works/pullinger_flightpaths.html)

Drupal, modules, themes, and FTP

E-Lit artifacts and metadata (Ongoing project)

Tuesday 9-6

Tailspin (http://collection.eliterature.org/2/works/wilks_tailspin.html)

Nio (http://collection.eliterature.org/1/works/andrews__nio.html)

A Tale of Two Soundscapes (http://soundboxproject.com/project-soundscapes.html)

Audio collage asigned

Thursday 9-8

Audio collage

Tuesday 9-13

An Essay on the New Aesthetic (http://www.wired.com/2012/04/an-essay-on-the-new-aesthetic/)

Audio collage due

Audio content type for drupal

Thursday 9-15

Black Box (http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2012/06/04/black-box-2)

Tweet performance and screen capture assigned

Tuesday 9-20

Tweet performance and screen capture 

Drupal video content type

Thursday 9-22

Tweet performance and screen capture due

Taroko Gorge and Its Remixes (http://iloveepoetry.com/?page_id=7907)

Writing with Machines. . . . (PDF)

Sooth (http://collection.eliterature.org/2/works/johnston_sooth.html)

Oulipoems (http://collection.eliterature.org/1/works/niss__oulipoems.html)

E-poem video assigned

Tuesday 9-27

E-poem videos

E-poetry, E-portfolios (http://teachmix.com/ilit/)

What is E-poetry (http://iloveepoetry.com/?p=11968)

Thursday 9-29 [online]

Uncreative Writing (http://chronicle.com/article/Uncreative-Writing/128908/)

Tuesday 10-4

E-poems

Thursday 10-6

E-poem drafts due (workshop)

Tuesday 10-11

E-poem revisions due

Games

Thursday 10-13

Games

Twine project assigned

Tuesday 10-18

Games

Twine project

Thursday 10-20 

[fall break]

Tuesday 10-25

Games

Twine project

Thursday 10-27

Twine project drafts due (workshop)

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project assigned

Tuesday 11-1 [online]

Work on projects

Read Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
Thursday 11-3 [online]

Work on projects

Read Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
Tuesday 11-8

Twine project revisions due

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep

Thursday 11-10

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep

Text Analysis, Data Mining, and Visualizations. . . . (https://dlsanthology.commons.mla.org/text-analysis-data-mining-and-visualizations-in-literary-scholarship/)

Voyant

Video Walkthrough of digital text engagement assigned

Tuesday 11-15

Video Walkthrough of digital text engagement

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project

Thursday 11-17

Video Walkthrough of digital text engagement

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project

Tuesday 11-22

Video Walkthrough of digital text engagement draft due (workshop)

Thursday 11-24 [holiday]

Tuesday 11-29

Video Walkthrough of digital text engagement due

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project

Thursday 12-1

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project presentations

Tuesday 12-6

E-lit artifacts and portfolio project presentations

Thursday 12-15 [4:00PM final exam]

E-lit artifacts and portfolio projects due
